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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

 
This Month at Little Owls 

 

 

 

Welcome back, everyone at the nursery would like to wish all of our 
families a very happy and healthy year!  
 
The run up to Christmas was exceptionally busy for everyone at the 
nursery. We were particularly delighted with the success of our 
Grandparents’ Christmas Carol Café’s. Thank you so much to all of the 
grandparents who attended we were overwhelmed with positive comments 
and gratitude.  
 
Letters will be distributed shortly with details of more events for both 
grandparents and parents that will be taking place in February and March. 

 
Parents/Grandparents: Do you have a skill or interest you can 
share? Throughout the spring term our children will be learning about 

occupations, their local community and the skills and interest of others. If 
you or a family member have an occupation, skill or hobby which you think 
our children may be interested in then please get in touch! 
 

Funding Forms & 30 hours codes: 
 
Does your child turn 3 between 1st January 2020 & 31st March 2020? 
Parents can start to apply for their codes now ready to redeem in April. If 
you need any more information on Early Years Funding please contact any 
of the office teams who would be more than happy to assist.  
 

Turning 3 before the 31st March?  
 
All 3 years old are entitled to funded sessions from the term following their 
3rd Birthday. If you would like to increase sessions once you are in receipt 
of funding it is essential that you express this to your setting manager. We 
have internal waiting list in both our settings to ensure that we 
accommodate the needs of our existing families before referring to our 
external waiting lists. 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 8th Jan: Little Owls Run 
Club Starts 6:30pm at Toftwood 

Little Owls  

Monday 13th January: Music & 
Movement Sessions Start at 
Scarning (am) 

Thursday 16th January: Music and 
Movement sessions start at 
Toftwood. (pm) 

Thursday 23rd January: Medium 

Term Planning Meeting 

Feb half term 17.02.2020 -   
23.02.2020 

Monday 17th February Toftwood 

Grandparents Craft Morning 

Tuesday 18th February Scarning 
Grandparents Craft Morning 

 

 
 

 



  

 

 

Staff Changes: 

Toftwood Nursery 

Welcome to Alice Hughes who has joined our Snowy Owl Nursery in Toftwood. Alice joins the setting with a 
Ba (hons) degree in Early Childhood Studies.  

Scarning Nursery 

Welcomes our new apprentice Leah who will be joining the snowy owl team as she commences her studies 
towards an NVQ level 2 in Children & Young Peoples Workforce.  

After a successful first term with us, Elsa our Tawny Owls Apprentice is moving over to Barn Owls to learn 
more about working with our 3-4 year olds.  

We would also like to welcome back Jo Rodgers. Jo has been on Maternity leave since May when she 
welcomed her first baby Aria into the world. Jo has a Ba (hons) in Early Childhood studies, Jo previously 

worked in our Snowy Owls nursery in Toftwood and is joining our Scarning Snowy Owls team on her return.  

The month ahead: 
Music & Movement: In January our Barn Owls children will be accessing their first music and movement 
sessions. Charley Nichol who is a wonderfully talented thespian has been working closely with Holly our 
operations manager to design an engaging range of experiences for our Pre-school children.  

We will be learning about rhythm, beat & tempo, exploring a range of musical instruments, singing, dancing 
and choreographing as well as learning the basics behind reading music. We are really excited for these 
sessions to take place! For the next 6 weeks Scarning’s session will be on a Monday morning at 9.30 and 
Toftwood’s session will be on a Thursday afternoon at 2pm.  

Medium Term Planning: The teams will all be joining together to plan for the Spring Term on Thursday 
23rd Jan. It is really important that we include as much of our children’s interests and special events in their 
lives as possible. If there is something significant coming up in your lives please let your key worker know 
or email the office.  



  

Staff Training at Little Owls  
Our setting invests heavily in the training, skills and qualifications held by the staff team. This term all of our 
supervisors are embarking on a practical leadership project. This involves three modules including ‘Active 
Leadership,’ ‘Building Your Team & Unlocking Potential’, ‘Action Planning in the Early Years’ and ‘Effective 
communication’.  

This piece of work will span over three months and will involve the teams making lots of enhancements to 
areas of provision as they put into practice their learning. Reflective practice will be a feature throughout all 
of the training models and the staff will develop their skills in analyzing their practice and provision and 
making enhancements accordingly.  

The first few sessions have already taken place and I am already so proud of the teams outstanding 
knowledge of the children in their groups. The practical enhancements that will be taking place this month in 
conjunction with this training include: A  total refurbishment of our sand pit area at Toftwood Little Owls; 
redesigning and updating our imaginative play spaces in our garden; new adult led activities to support the 
needs of our oldest boys; meaningful experiences within the nature garden and yoga room for our youngest 
children and the introduction of a one page profile for Key Workers to name just a few of the pieces of work 
that will take place over the next month.  

Welcome to Luke Noble 
Luke has recently joined the team to support us in maintain the nurseries to the highest standards. He has 
lots of professional experience in all things maintenance and is a welcome addition to the team following the 
departure of our long serving handy-man John Hann who retired last month.   
 

Facebook 
Please check our Facebook page for frequent updates from our settings. Both Little Owls and Hoots have 
social media platforms which are great to follow for more information about upcoming events as well as 
activities enjoyed by the children! 

Thank you for taking the time to read our 
newsletter any feedback on this would be 
greatly appreciated! 
 

Holly, Justine & Johnny. 

  

 


