
What is a Communication Champion?
A Communication Champion is a leader in empowering children and young

people with the skills for their future

Addressing speech, language and communication needs in the early years can have a
powerfully positive impact on the health and wellbeing, educational progress and employability of children.      
The Communication Champions Network is a result of collaboration between local early years leaders and 
experts with the bold vision to create a universal approach to improving early speech and language across a 
range of early years settings by empowering staff to become “Communication Champions”.

Both of our Little Owls Nurseries have a passion for developing children’s early speech and language skills and 
two of our members of staff signed up to the Communication Champions and received comprehensive training
to develop their own practice, and to become leaders in their own setting, supporting all staff to create a 
universal approach to developing children’s speech and language.

The training covered many areas of speech and language, such as Attention & Listening, Understanding 
Language, English as an Additional Language and Speech and Language Difficulties.                                             
The aim of the course is for Communication Champions to Understand their role and be able to…

 Know how to identify training needs within their setting linked to communication.

 Understand the importance of the environment, staff interactions and activities available for 
development of communication skills.

 Be confident in assessing children and know what to do should they have concerns.

 Be confident in disseminating information and learning to other practitioners in the setting.

By completing the training, our Communication Champions can now

 Understand the pyramid of language development. 

 Have considered the role of technology on language delay.

Recognise the importance of play in language development.

 Be able to identify attention and listening skills and discover ways 
to help.

 Understand comprehension development and how to help if 
children are struggling.

 Understand the development of expressive language and how to help if children are 
struggling.

 Understand children’s speech sound development and identify when to be concerned.

 Be able to confidently use Wellcomm pack to screen children in their settings 

What is the Wellcomm pack?
WellComm is a speech and language toolkit for screening and intervention in the 
early years from 6 months to 6 years of age; this toolkit is designed to help screen 

c children’s speech and language skills and to help provide immediate support 
where required.

The toolkit enables us to quickly and easily identify children needing support. 
They’re quick and simple to use (requiring no speech and language expertise), 
and the traffic light scoring format of the instant reports makes them quick to 
interpret. The toolkits come with an age-appropriate Big Book of Ideas 
providing a total of over 150 instant, play-based activities so we can take 

appropriate action straight away. Activities can be used with parents at home too, so that support is provided 
whether or not a child is referred to a speech and language therapist.

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s speech and language development, please speak to Ella Jacobs 
(Scarning) or Sharon Smoldon (Toftwood) who will be happy to help with advice and support.


